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PANDIT NILAKANTHA DAS 


Pandit Nilakantha was an outstanding 
personality and of rare calibre. He evinced 
traits of this calibre from his scn&tols days. 
He fought relentlessly against trie prevalence of 
dark rituals and degrading superstitions. He was 
convinced that education should be designed to 
turn out ‘“yhole men’ equipped not only with 
knowledge, but also with flair for community 
service, rational attitude and nationalist fervour. 
The Satyavadi Schoo! was the outéome. ” 


Pandit Nilakantha was a talented scholar. 
He stood out as a versatile literateur. He joined 
ardently the non-cooperation movement of 
Gandhiji right from the beginning and went 
through all the stages of fight for freedom. In the 
prolonged course for the amalgamation of the 
Oriya-Spealking regions, he played a prominent 
role and it was he who first moved a resolution 
in the Central Assembly in 1927 for a separate 
Orissa Province. As a legislator, he earned wide 
appreciation. It is difficult to enumerate his 
achievements and contributions, 

He was born at Sakhigopal! - in Puri 
District in 1884, when English education was 
in its infancy in Qrissa. There were very few 
high schools and i! was an uphill task to get out 
of the traditional system of education. From his, 
village school, Nilakantha went to the Puri 
Zilla School, where he showed not only his 
academic calibre but also his social involvement 
and organisational activities directed towards 
community service. His talent and wide 
interests were evident from his childhood. 

During his student career in the Raeven- 
shaw College, he came in intimate contact 
with an illustrious group of social workers, 
organised by Sri Gopabandhu Das and 


distinguished himself as an organiser devoted 
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tau the cause of the poor, the sick and the 
distressed. This association developed into a 
solemn tie among these patriotic sons of Orissa- 
who took a vow not to enter into Government 
service after education but to do something for 
the country and the people. They were deter? 
mined to see the country better at the time of 
their death than what they had seen at their 
birth. ae 


in 1909, Nilakantha starteg the Satya- 
badi school in collaboration with Pandit 
Gopabandhu/ and after obtaining the M.A. 
degree from the Calcutta University in 1911, 
he became its Head Master and brought this 
Vana Vidyalaya to the status of a High School. 
It was designed to produce batches of students 
and a brand of teachers devoted to educational! 
excellence immersed in service to the commu- 
nity and prepared to serve the country. It 
attracted wide appreciation both in Orissa and 
out side. As the Head Master of the Vana 
Vidyalaya, Pandit Nilakantha initiated a wave of 
social reforms both in the school! and its Hostel 
and the surrounding areas. He allowed Harijan 
Students. to Aine with “‘Chaste Brahiman’’ 
students. This was over 2 decades before 
Gandhiji started his famous Haearijan Movement 
from Puri in 1934. The work of Nilakantha 
created great commotion among the local 
‘Brahmins who set fire to the school building 
and tried to torture Nilakantha in many ways. 
But Nilakantha was unperturted and brought 
the Brahmin Pandits to a halt. 


It was during this period in the Satyabadi 
Schoo! that a new era in Oriya literature was 
created by Nilakantha and his collegues. The 
new era brought forth in Oriya literaturer evival 
of its culture, excellence of its heritage and 
a rich and penetrating style both in prose and 
in poetry. Pandit Nilakantha made a remarkable 
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contribution to this new era by his erudition 
and literary excellence. 

On the invitation of Sir Ashutosh, Pandit 
Nilakantha went to Calcutta University as a 
Professor in Oriental Learning. But when 
Non-Co-operation was launched in 1921, he 
joined the movement and went to jail in 
consequence. He joind the Swaraj Party of 
Mr. CG: RQas in 1923 and served as a Central 
M.L.A. from 1924 to 1930. He was the 
Secretary of the Party under the leadership 
of Motilal Nehru. He resigned in 193G to join 
the Salt Compaign and went to jail tfiree times 
between 1930° and 1934. He was elected 
again in 1935 to the Central Assembly and 
continued as a Member till 1945, this time as 
well, he became the Secretary of the party 
under Bholabhai Desai. 


Pandit Das’s resolution in the Central 
Assembly, demanding a separate province for 
the Oriya-speaking people in 1927 became a 
reality in 1936. As President of the Utkal 
provincial Congreess Committee, he conducted 
the 1936 election to the Orissa Assembly wher | 
Congress party achieved an outstanding victory. 
This was the first Congress victory to provincial 
legislatures in Indie. 

On an idec;, logical difference, he resigned 
from the Provincial Congress Presidentship in 
1939 and fell in line with Netaji Subhas Chanra 
Bose, as a founder of Forward Block. He was 
then instrumental to the installation of a Coali- 
tion Ministery in Orissa, as per deliberations 
with Netaji. This was installed on the pretext of 
helping the Britishers in their war efforts, but 
with the real intention of helping easy 
ingress of the proposed INA of Netaji to India 
in order to precipitate attainment of iIndepen- 
dence. He formed a party called indepen- 
dent Jansangha and was elected to the local 
Assembly in 1952 with 3 others. In 1955, on 
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the invitation of the Chief Minister of Orissa 
Sri N. K. Choudhury and the Prime Minister,. 
Pandit Nehru, he rejoined the Congress. He was: 
subsequently elected uncontested ‘to the Orissa 
Assembly in 1957 and became its Speaker. 


Education was his first love and he 
remained an educationist all his life. In 1936, 
he was elected as the Chairman of an unofficial 
Committee for the purpose and tken forced 
the Orissa Government to appoint a committee 
for Consideripe and giving a report for the 
establishment of a University in Orissa. Pandit 
Nilakantha became the Chairman of this 
Committee and on the recommendations of this 
Committee, the Utkal University was founded 
in 1943. For 7 years, Pandit Das was the Pro- 
Chancellor of this University. 


But apart from his extensive Community 
service, his ideology and organisation of educa- 
tion and his outstanding leadership in the 
freedom movement, he leaves behind a lasting 
contribution to the Oriya language and \itera- 
ture. His famous Kavyas, Konarake and Khara- 
bela, numerous, éssays in Arya Jeevan, 
Satyabacdi’ and Naba Bharat, his Ramayan, 
Mahabharat and Bhagabata for childern, his 
monumental commentary on Geeta and critical 
surveys on the development of Oriya literature 
and a host of other publications are outstanding 
contributions to the Oriya literature, Oriya 
Culture and heritage. In the words of Dr. 
Mayadhar Manasingh Pandit Nilakantha Das 
may be forgotton as a politician but his outs- 


tanding poetic contribution will make him 
immortal. 


Pandit Nilakantha died on the 6th November 
1967 and was cremeted with full State Honours. 
He mortal remains were laid to rest at Satyabadi 
Pancha Sakha Pitha in the early hours next day. 
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IMPORTANT EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF 


1884 


1899 


1902 


1903 
1904 


1905 


1907 


1909 


1911 


1911- 
1918 


1918 


1919 


da 920 


PAMNDIT NILAKANTHA DAS 


Born on 5th August, Vill.: Srirama- 
Chandra pur, P.S. Satyavadi, Dist. Puri. 
Admitted to 6th class of Puri Zilla School 
after passing the Middle Vernacular 
‘(Examination from his village school! with 
ScurreJarship. 

Came’in contact with Gapabandhu Das: 
took an oath to dp something for the 
Country. 

Attended ‘Utka! Sammilani’. 

Was the first to sign a Pledge not to use 
British goods in a public meeting at Puri 
addressed by Utkal Gaurab Madhusudan 
without caring for the Police present. 
Married Radhamani Devi-a middie Class 
village girl by refusing a dowry of 
Rs. 4000/-from a wealthy urban citizen. 
Passed Matriculation Examination 
standing 1 st in 1st Divn. in Puri District. 
Passed l.A. and obtained Mayo Scholar- 
ship of Rs. 1 5/- 

Passed B.A. and started the Vana Vidya- 
laya with Gopabandhu, but soon left for 
Calcutta togread M.A. 

Appeared in M.A. in Philosophy. Joined 
Satyavadi Vana Vidyalaya. Passed M.A. 


Became Kulapati or Vice-Chancellor(Head 
Master} of Satyavadi Vana Vidyalaya. 
Social Reforms vrs. ‘Moustache Move- 
ment, Managing Editor of ‘Satyavadi’. 

Left the Head Mastership of Satyavadi 


School. 
Got engaged in Relief work in DAVAR 


famine in Puri District. 

Joined the Calcutta University as a 
Professor of Oriya-cum-Comparative 
Philology on 21st September. 
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1921 


Resigned the Professorship of the 
Calcutta University on 6th January and 
started the Non-Cooperation Movement 
at Sambalpur, the next day. Carried 6n 
the Movement along with other social 
works for 9 months there. Edited the 
weekly paper ‘Seva’. 


1922 Courted imprisonment for 4 months. 
1923 Joined the Pro-Changer grou; ie. the 


Swarajya Party of Congress, soon after 
release from jail. 


1924 ° Was Tlected as the non-Muslim Member 


to the Central Legislative Assembly and 
became Secretary of the Congress 
(Swarajya) Party under leadership of 
Motilal! Nehru. 


1926 Was elected for the second time to the 


Central Assembly and became the 
Secretary of the party again under 
Motilal Nehru. 


1927 Brought a non-official resolution on 8th 


February for amalgamation of all Oriya- 
Speaking lands together. 


1928 Edited the ‘Samaj’ for some time after the 


dcath of Pt. Gopabandhu. 


1929 Labour organisation at Tata and 


Calcutta. nN 


1930 Was elected for the third time to the 


1931 


Central Legislative Assembly. Resigned 
the Membership after only 12 days 
and started Salt Movement at 
Kakatpur in Puri district and courted 
imprisonment for 6 months. Was in 
Hajaribag Jail as ‘A’ class Prisoner. On 
release, presented the paper on “Ideal 
and outlook in Education” at the All 
Asiatic Educational Conference at Bena- 
ras on 30th December. 


a 
Courted imprisonment for 2 months in 
Puri Jail. Became President of the 
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1932 


7934 


1934- 
1937 


1935 


1936 
1937 


1938 


1939 


1940 


1941 - 
1946 


1941- 
1952 


1942 
1945 


1951 


Reception Committee of the Puri session 
of All India Congress. 

Courted imprisonment for 14; years and 
was in Hajaribag Jail from 16.1.32 to 
1.5.33 as ‘A’ class Prisoner. 

Edited the monthly “NABABHARATA'’ 
and was its Editor for long 18 years. 


Became President ofthe Utkal Pradesh 
Coriigress Committee. 

Was elected for the fourth time to the 
Central Legislative Assemb'y and became 
the Secretary of the party under Sri 
Bholabhai Desai. 

Started an Oriya weekly ‘LOKAMATA’. 
Conducted the first Election to Orissa 
Legislature and was responsible for the 
grand success, leading to the formation 
of a Congress Ministry in the Province. 
Became the President of the Non-Official 
Committee formed for the creation of a 
University in Orissa. 

President of the Official Committee for 
the creation of a University in Orissa. 
Was Elected as the President of the 
U.P.C.C. Joined with Subhash Bose and 
resigned the Presidentship of the U.P.C.C. 
Became ar. Hon'ble and Life Member of- 
‘Utkal Sahitya Samaj’ Cuttack. 


Edited the daily ‘Nababharata’ 


Devoted mostly to literary activities 
along with publication of the 
‘Nababharata’ 

Left Congress Party. 

Retired as the Member of the Central 
Legislative Assembly. | 

Crowned with “Utkal Guru’ at a Party 
conference. 
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1952 


1954 


1955 


1957 


1958 


1962 


1963 


1967 


Formed a new Party “‘Swadhin Jan 
Sangha’’ (independent People’s Party) 
in Orissa and was its leader. Got elected 
to the Orissa Assembly from Satyavadi 
along with 3 others of his party in the 
State. 

Joined the Indian National Congress at 
the request of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Crowned with D. Litt. from tb Utkal 
University. Became Pro-CHancellor of 
Utkal University. 

Was ®Plected fjunopposed to the Orissa 
Assembly from Satyavadi and was 
elected its Speaker. As its Speaker, 
brought independence to the Orissa 
Assembly Secretariate. 

President of the Orissa Sahitya Akademi. 


Recipient of Padma Bhusan from Presi- 
dent Dr. Rajendra Prasad at his residence 
at Bhubaneswar. ” 
Retired as the Pro-Chancellor of Utkal 
University. 

Got Central Sahitya Akademi Award for 
his “Atma Jibani’’ 

Died on 6th Nov. on the 5th day of the 
bright fortnight in the holly month of 
Kartik. 
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NILAKANTHA’S WRITINGS 


AY KAVYA 
1. Pranayini 1919 
2. Konarke 1919 
3. Kharavela 1920 
4. Dasanaik 1923 
5. Labanyabati with annotation, written 


” eA 930, Published after his death. 1983 
BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


1. Pilanka Ramayana” 1923 
2. Pilanka Mohabharat 1924 
3. Pilanka Bhagabat 1925 
4. Pilanka Geeta 1935-'50 
RELIGIOUS WORKS 

Bhakti Gatha 1918 
PHILOSOPHICAL WORKS 

Arya Jiban 1921 


Sreemad Bhagabat Gita 
(1.st Edition) 1936 
(2nd enlarged Edition) 1952 
(3rd Edition) 1961 
CRITICAL WORKS 
1. Sanskruta-O-Sanskruti 1951 
2. Odiya Bhapsina-O-Sahitya 1959 
PHILOSOPHICAL CRITICAL WORKS 
1. Odiya Sahityara Krama Parinama 
(1st. Volume) 1-948 
2. Odiya Sahityara Krama Parinama 
(2nd. Valume) 1953 


JIBANI SAHITYA 


1. Atma Jibani (Auto-biography) 1963 
(Received Kendriya Sahitya Akademi Award) 


MAGAZINES AND NEWS PAPERS 
1. Edited monthly Magazine SATYABADI 
from 1912 to 1917. 
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Edited “SEVA®” in 1921 for 9 months. 
Edited ‘LOKAMATA'’ (weekly) from 1936- 
1940), 

Edited the monthly Magazine ‘NABA- 
BHARAT’ from 1234 to 1942 and then 
from 1946 to 195. ° 

Edited a daily News Paper ‘NABA- 
BHARAT’ from 1941 to 1946. 


JAIL LIFE 


4. From 7.2.19283 to 18.6.1 923 in Hazaribag Jail 
2,-From 1 0.6,1.8 $0 to 22.1 2.1930 in 
Hazaribag Jail. 
3. From 19.1 1981to 10.3.1931 in Puri Jail 
4. From 16.1.1932 to 1.5.1 9383 in Hazaribag Jai! 


(Allthrough he was an ‘A’ Class Prisoner) 


ASSEMBLY LIFE 


A. CENTRAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 


1. 
2. 


3. 


4. 


From 30. 1.1924 to Nov 1926 

From 1 9.1.27. to 1.1.30 (Resigned as per 
the direction of the Congress.) 

From 10. 3, 1930, to April 1.930 
Resigned as per the direction of his 
Nationalist Party. 

From 21 1 1935 the end of the 
Assembly term in 1945. 


B. ORISSA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY— 


LG 


Was elected as a Member of SWADHIN 
JANASANGHA the party formed by him, 
from 4. 3. 1952 till end of the term. 


Joined Congress on the invitation of Ptr. Nehru 


2.. 


Was, declared. elected uncontested as 
a Congress Candidate and became the 
Speaker of the Orissa Legisative Assembly 
on 27 5.57, Continued upto 1.7.61, 
4 months after the Ministry had fallen, 
creating a new precedence in the history 
of Provincial Legislatures. 
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